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LITTLE EALING NEWS 

When Durston House School applied 
to Hounslow for permission to build a 
new nursery and junior school on the 
land it owns off Swyncombe Avenue, 
now largely occupied by a cricket 
pitch, residents of adjoining roads were 
alarmed. 

An earlier planning application to 
build a new cricket pavilion and a 
five-metre wide access road around 
the edge of the site had been approved 
without any consultation by Houns-
low Council with residents who live 
on the Haling side of the site. Natu-
rally there was concern when the plans 
for the school development were then 
revealed. Many people felt that the 
access road, which had already been 
approved and which will lead from the 
gate in Swyncombe Avenue to the site 
proposed for the school, was intended 
as a step towards the school proposal. 

When local residents became aware 
of the school plans they contacted 
their residents associations. Ealing 
Fields got together with Boston Manor 
Residents to fight the application. A 
public meeting at Gunnersbury School 
on 29 July last year attracted a crowd 
of over a hundred local residents to-
gether with local councillors and 
planning officers from both Ealing 
and Hounslow. Concern was expressed 
about the disturbance, noise and loss 
of an attractive open space, and espe-
cially (lie increase in traffic which a 
school would bring to an area which is 
already heavily congested. EFRA 

wrote a detailed letter to Hounslow 
setting out our concerns as did many 
of the local residents. Ealing Council 
also objected to the plans. 

Fortunately Hounslow rejected the 
application on the grounds that it failed 
to meet basic planning criteria, in-
cluding loss of open space and an 
adverse effect on local amenity. 

Meanwhile the work on the road 
around the perimeter of the cricket 
field and the pavilion has gone ahead. 
Because planning permission has been 
granted for this (despite the lack of 
proper consultation) there is no means 
to prevent it. Several residents have 
complained to the Local Government 
Ombudsman about how Hounslow 
Council has handled the matter and 
the complaints are being investigated. 

STOP-PRESS 
Durston House School has now 
lodged an appeal with the Gov-
ernment Planning Inspectorate 
against Hounslow's rejection of their 
application to build the new school. A 
Public Inquiry is to be held at a date 
yet to be decided. In the meantime, 
EFRA and Boston Manor Residents' 
Association have organised a traffic 
survey in Windmill Road and 
Swyncombe Avenue, which will give 
us ammunition for use at the Inquiry. 
Thanks to all those residents who 
participated. We will keep you 
informed of developments. 

Millennium history project  
After much debate, EFRA has de-
cided to mark the Millennium by 
producing a local history pack. Part of 
the pack will consist of interviews 
with residents of long-standing, giv-
ing their recollections about 
Northfields in the past. Committee 
members Rita and Mary have already 
carried out research and organised two 
well-attended historical walks around 
Northfields. However, if you feel you 
could contribute we would love to 
hear from you. Contact Rita (020 8560 
2043) or Mary (020 8847 1329). 

Derwent Yard 

Following an earlier application to 
build 34 housing units in four and 
five-storey blocks in Derwent Yard, 
the piece of land between Northfields 
Underground station, the Spinning 
Wheel and Derwent Road, a revised 
and scaled-down proposal has now 
been accepted. This involves 30 Hats 
in three and four-story blocks with 
off-street parking and access from 
Derwent Road. 

EFRA members visited the site with 
Councillors and planning officers and 
felt that the plans were acceptable 
except for the loss of shops along the 
Northfield Avenue frontage. The ap-
plication was subsequently accepted. 
Although Councillors pushed the de-
veloper to include shops they could 
not insist as this is not a designated 
shopping frontage. 

The buildings works are bound to be 
disruptive and EFRA will attempt to 
liaise with the developers and con-
tractors when work on the site starts to 
minimise disturbance to residents. 
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More parking 
woes?  

Those giant cranes on the skyline to 
the south-west mark the site of the 
new headquarters of SmithKline 
Beecham - or G SK? - now being built 
at the junction of Boston Manor Road 
and the A4. This is a huge enterprise 
involving four separate buildings which 
will eventually house some 3000 em-
ployees with underground parking for 
1000 cars. It is scheduled for comple-
tion in 2001. To enable this number of 
people to access the site major 
changes in road layout will be needed 
and this is happening in early 2000. 
These include a 'hamburger1 junction 
on the A4 which will provide the main 
access to the site. There will be no 
right turn out of Boston Manor Road on 
the A4. Traffic wishing to head west will 
have to turn left and negotiate a 'jug-
handle' loop. 

What will it mean for us?  
SB says it will be promoting a 'green 
travel policy', encouraging employees 
to travel to work by public transport 
and to share cars. It is also providing 
funding for additional buses on the E8 
route from Boston Manor Underground 
and additional trains to Brentford 
mainline station. But it is still going to 
mean more traffic hitting our roads in 
the peak periods. 

There will clearly be increased traffic 
congestion in Windmill Road and prob-
ably Northfield Avenue as well as 
vehicles try to avoid the even more 
congested Boston Manor Road. Park-
ing too will be affected. SB is providing 
funding to enable Hounslow to intro-
duce controlled parking zones over 
quite a wide area around the site right 
up to the Ealing border. So the roads 
still providing free parking, 'sand-
wiched' between the new Hounslow 
and the existing Ealing parking zones, 
are likely to suffer. 

Action  
EFRA has joined a residents' liaison 
group which is meeting with SB and its 
contractors to be kept informed of 
progress and potential problems. We 
have also pressed the Council to 
consider the implications of the 
development. 

To report damaged or de-
faced parking signs ring: 

020 8758 8889. 

Controlled Parking Zones for 
Northfields and South Ealing were 
introduced on 26 July 1999. In South 
Ealing restrictions apply for the whole 
day while in Northfields parking is 
restricted from 9-10 and 3-4 on Mon-
days to Saturdays. Following pressure 
from EFRA the Council also intro-
duced a 'buffer zone' between the two 
zones with dual-zone permits avail-
able at extra cost for those living near 
the zone boundaries. We also pressed 
the Council - unsuccessfully - to re-
duce the charge of £250 for business 
permits, as this seemed too heavy a 
burden for some of the small shops in 
Northfields Avenue. 

What do we think of it? 
The introduction of the CPZ in 
Northfields seems to have gone 
smoothly without arousing the con-
troversy seen in neighbouring zones. 
Residents have certainly noticed the 
difference and are finding it easier to 
park in their roads. Enforcement of 
parking restrictions has generally been 
strict with restricted roads being vis-
ited by wardens on a daily or twice 
daily basis. However those living just 
outside the zones are suffering from 
the predicted knock-on effects. Shop-
keepers too, particularly in South 
Ealing Road where shoppers have to 

'pay and display', have complained 
about the effect on their business. The 
half-hour free parking bays in 
Northfield Avenue and the ends of 
adjacent roads seem to be a better 
option although often occupied by 
skips or residents' cars. 

Have your say 
It will be a while before the full costs 
and benefits of the scheme are clear. 
The Council is currently undertaking 
a review of all CPZs and EFRA has set 
up a Monitoring Group to look at the 
operation of the Northfield CPZ (and 
wider related issues). This has been 
formally recognised by the Council 
and has already met with Council of-
ficers to discuss the implementation 
of the CPZ. Meetings will take place 
every three months or so. The Group's 
coordinator is Roger Jarman, 47 Dorset 
Road (020 567 9874). He would 
welcome your views and comments 
on the operation of the CPZ so that 
these can be taken to the next meeting 
of the Group. 
The Council will, in the near future, be 
re-consulting residents in Little Ealing 
Lane and roads to the south to see if 
they now want to join the scheme. 
Look out for the document so that you 
can ensure your views are taken into 
account. 

Controlled Parking  

Blondin 

by James Ballantyne 

We weed his memory on the rough ground of the 
nature reserve where once he farmed. We have 
renamed our park after him, 

gouged out a pond over which his spirit can 
cross and re-cross on the wispy wefts of air 
that float the damsel-dragon-butterflies, 

re-running his Niagara with variations 
— blindfold, rolling a wheelbarrow, carrying 
a man on his back, on stilts, even pausing 

halfway to fry and eat an omelette. Safer to keep 
an eye on the chickens at that other Niagara, 
Niagara House in Northfields 

to which he and Madame Gravelet retired. He 
lends a frisson to our quiet quarter. I can't help 
thinking I 'd hate to be that man on his back. 



Welcome to Little Ealing News 

number 14, the newsletter of 
your residents' association. 

EFRA has as usual been busy on your 
behalf as you will see from this issue 
of the newsletter. As well as the on-
going parking issues, some fairly 
major planning applications have 
been keeping the committee occupied. 
There is increasing pressure for 
housing developments on 'brown 
field' sites these days and we feel that 
the Derwent Yard development will 
probably be beneficial though we 
regret the loss of shops. The 
application to build behind the 
Christian Centre - the latest in a 
series for this site - is a different 
matter: this is a green backland site 
with very limited access. The threat to 
our green spaces is added to by the 
application to build a school on the 
Durston House playing field, although 
problems of access and traffic are also 
major issues of concern here. 
Applications for late licences 
continue to be made by premises 
along Northfield Avenue and 
fortunately continue to be rejected by 
the Council. However we need to be 
vigilant and object so none slip 
through. 

There is always much more we 
could do. Our most urgent task now is 
to contact as many residents as we 
can and increase our membership 
base. We have set up a network of 
street reps to help us do this. They are 
each responsible for one road, 
collecting subscriptions, delivering 
notices and keeping the committee 
informed of any issues that we should 
be tackling. We still need reps for the 
following roads: 

Cranmer, Gumleigh, Radbourne, 
Swyncombe, Trent, Weymouth, 
Windmill Court 

If you live in or near one of these 
and would be willing to help occa-
sionally the membership secretary 
would be very pleased to hear from 
you. 

Little Ealing News is the newsletter 
of the Ealing Fields Residents' 
Association. We would be pleased to 
receive contributions of local views 
and news. Please send them to the 
Secretary. 

The Friends of Blondin group, set up 
by EFRA and Boston Manor Resi-
dents to help develop and manage the 
Blondin Nature Area, is now a year 
old. 1999 was a very full year with lots 
'Of work on the site and a series of 
events organised in conjunction with 
the Ealing Countryside Rangers. These 
have all been great fun and some in-
structive, with lots of activities for 
both children and adults. We have 
surveyed the wild flowers, of which 
there are already an amazing variety 
on site, tended the young trees, the 
herb bed and community orchard. We 
have adopted a colony of slow worms 
and been adopted by a group of field 
voles. Kestrels, green woodpeckers, 
jays and whitethroat, wagtails and 
goldfinch have soared and flitted 
around the site while a trio of mallards 
and a solitary heron surveyed the house 
martins busily collecting the clay from 
our pond last spring. 

Our special events have brought in 
large numbers of visitors but, sadly, 
our volunteer workdays have been 
less well attended. We get together 
once a month to do work on the site 
and learn more about what is there and 
how to look after and develop it. No 
experience is needed. Why not give it a 
try? Details from Helen on 8401506. 

The EFRA Committee 
Chairperson: 
Mary Woods, 211 Windmill Road, W5 
(020 8847 1329) 
Vice-Chairperson: 
Sean Bowden, 81 Bramley Road, W5 
(020 8567 0930) 
Treasurer: 
David Ashfortb, 93 Bramley Road, W5 
(020 8579 0632) 
Secretary: 
Helen Johnson, 18 Wellington Road, 
W5 (020 8840 1506) 
Membership Secretary: 
Clive Herring, 75 Bramley Road, W5 
(02085672501) 

Early last year an application was sub-
mitted by Linden Homes for the piece 
of land between the Ealing Christian 
Centre car park and Blondin Park to 
build 24 dwellings consisting of 
townhouses and flats in two blocks 
with access via the slip road at the side 
of the Christian Centre on to Northfield 
Avenue. Following consultation with 
neighbouring residents, EFRA ob-
jected to the proposals on the grounds 
of the density of the development, the 
scale of the buildings (too high), in-
sufficient parking, hazardous access, 
loss of open space, and that the site is 
not suitable for residential use be-
cause of where it is positioned. 

The Council turned down the appli-
cation but Linden Homes lodged an 
appeal with the Department of the 
Environment. Their Inspector over-
ruled all the objections and granted 
the appeal so the development can 
now go ahead. Soil tests have been 
carried out on the site, which caused 
some aggravation as contractors 
gained entry by breaking down fences 
in Blondin Park and behind Blondin 
Avenue residents' homes. We assume 
building will start in the near future. 
EFRA will of course do its best to 
liaise with the developers to minimise 
disruption to local residents during 
building works. If you have any prob-
lems do contact us. 

 

Judith Bowden, 81 Bramley Road, W5 
(020 8567 0930) 
Duncan Cameron, 8 Bramley Road, W5 
(020 8840 6576) 
Les Carsons, 44 Julien Road, W5 (020 
8579 0701) 
Roger Jarman, 47~Dorset Road, W5 (020 
8567 9874) 
Rosmarie Matter, 27 Birkbeck Road, 
W5 (020 8932 1239) 
Karen Miller, 19 Convent Gardens, W5 
(020 8568 8290) 
Joyce Mistry, 23 Hereford Road, W5 
(020 8567 5823) 
Angela Peebles, 25 Convent Gardens, 
W5 (020 8568 8648) 
Rita Smith, 1 Ealing Park Gardens, W5 
(020 8560 2043) 
Auditor: Jay Patel, 261 Northfield Ave. 

Houses in the park 

Crossing Windmill Road 
EFRA is very concerned that there is no safe place to cross Windmill Road 
between the A4 and Swyncombe Avenue. The problem is highlighted by the 
increasing number of children needing to cross Windmill Road to reach 
Elthorne Park High School. We plan to lobby for a zebra crossing, perhaps near the 
junctions with The Ride and Ealing Park Gardens, or at the junction with 
Swyncombe Avenue. If you have a view on this and on where a crossing might 
best be placed, please contact Rosmarie on 020 8932 1239. 

Friends Of   

Blondin 



EFRA Annual General Meeting 

Thursday 25 May, 7.30 pm 
The Log Cabin, 259 Northfield Avenue (at the 

end of the driveway, beside Northfield Library) 

Come and find out more about 

what is going on and have your 

say on local issues 

* refreshments * discussion of local issues * 

Non-members are very welcome but will be asked to join (£1) 

The EFRA Area 

IN BRIEF 

Lammas Park 
At last! There is now a new play struc-
ture in the children's playground - not 
very elaborate but at least it is a step in 
the right direction. 

Spinning Wheel 
EFRA, together with local residents, 
defeated the Spinning Wheel's appli-
cation to stay open until 2 am on 
Monday to Saturday nights and to 
remove the last admission time of 11 
pm. The application was rejected out-
right by a Council licensing panel. 

Overdale Road marquee 
The application from the motor repair-
ers of 50A Overdale Road to retain a 
marquee on their site behind houses in 
Overdale Road, was rejected by the 
Council following objections from 
EFRA and neighbouring residents. The 
applicant appealed to the Government 
Planning Inspectorate who overturned 
the Council's decision but specified 
that the structure must only be used for 
storage. If you have evidence of the 
marquee being used for working on 
vehicles please let us know. 

Vandalism 
Vandalism is becoming an increasing 
problem locally. In addition to the epi-
demic of graffiti we also suffered a 
spate of damage to front garden walls 
and gate posts. The police believe 
that this has now stopped - two cul-
prits were caught - but if you know 
different, don't hesitate to call them on 
810 1212. For graffiti removal call the 
Council on 020 8832 6464. 

Lightning strike! 
Our treasurer's house was struck by 
lightning and went up in flames shortly 
after our AGM in May last year. This 
may have delayed communicating with 
those who joined or renewed their 
EFRA subscriptions at the AGM. We 
will catch up with everyone shortly and 
issue any outstanding membership 
cards. (Fortunately our funds survived 
the conflagration!) 

  

EALING FIELDS RESIDENTS'ASSOCIATION 
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL  

To renew your membership or to join EFRA please complete and return this form together with £1 
membership fee (per person). NB. Note: All fees paid now will last until April 2001 

Name. 

Address. 

Telephone......................................................................................................................... 

I am interested in being a street coordinator:   YES/NO 

Please return to Clive Herring, 75 Bramley Road, Ealing W5, or your nearest Committee member. 

 


